
BUSINESS 
SERVICES
TSP has a highly experienced team 
of commercial lawyers. We advise 
businesses of all sizes across many 
sectors regionally, nationally and 
internationally.



SERVICES FOR BUSINESS
Thompson Smith and Puxon (TSP) is a Lexcel 
accredited and Leading Legal 500 firm (see page 22).

Whether you need legal advice on a business deal, 
property transaction, employment issue or a dispute 
of any kind, the TSP Business Services team can 
help. The team provides a full-service approach 
drawing on the individual expertise within the firm to provide a 
complete and seamless service. The relationships developed with 
our business clients ensure a true partnership approach exists 
with a focus on achieving our clients’ end objectives.

As the business environment becomes increasingly complex and 
competitive, we recognise the importance to you of having the 
best legal advice to guide you each step of the way.

The team offers high-calibre, reliable and responsive services at 
sensible regional rates; our practical and constructive approach 
allows you to focus on your business whilst we take care of the 
legal details.

The areas the Business Services team can advise on include:

• Corporate and Commercial

• Commercial Property and Agriculture

• Employment

• Dispute Resolution

• Debt Recovery and Insolvency

• Mediation
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BUSINESS SERVICES TEAM
The TSP Business Services team, led by Director and Senior 
Partner, Mary Anne Fedeyko, provides a full range of legal 
services to meet the ongoing needs of its clients wherever they 
do business.  

Clients of TSP are regional, national and international, and 
include single-owner start-ups, high net-worth individuals, 
multinationals and financial institutions. Clients extend across 
a variety of sectors including manufacturing, energy, leisure and 
travel, food, agriculture, construction, healthcare and dentistry, 
retail, haulage, property development, education and a number 
of different professional services.

With expertise in a broad range of disciplines, the team 
provides its clients with legal and business solutions tailored 
to our clients’ commercial needs. TSP looks after the business 
issues that matter to its clients – whether they are large or 
small.

In 2019/20 the Thompson Smith and Puxon 
Business Services team were once again 
recommended by the Legal 500 who said: 
“‘Exceeding all expectations’, Thompson 
Smith and Puxon’s corporate and commercial 
team is adept at handling the full scope of 
corporate matters including M&A, disposals, 

and distribution agreements. Led by Mary Anne Fedeyko, 
who is noted for her ‘very practical commercial approach’, 
the practice group works seamlessly across practice groups 
and provides significant cross-border services to national and 
international clients across a broad range of sectors.” Mary 
Anne is singled out as a Leading Individual in it’s guide to 
outstanding lawyers nationwide.
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CORPORATE AND 
COMMERCIAL
The TSP Corporate and Commercial team has the business 
acumen and technical expertise to deliver effective legal advice 
and commercial solutions to its clients, to achieve results on 
what can be large-scale, complex, and often time-sensitive 
transactions and business arrangements.

The team appreciates that it is essential to fully understand the 
needs of our commercial clients and deliver a service that not 
only suits our clients’ requirements for legal advice but also one 
that fits the manner in which their business operates. 
We find ourselves increasingly unrestricted by the location of 
our office through the use of technology, which includes not 
only mobile devices, but also the inclusion of encrypted cloud 
based solutions and collaborative working environments that 
facilitate secure international and cross-border work.

The team provides commercially-driven legal advice, delivering 
transactional and advisory work (domestic and cross-border) 
in mergers and acquisitions, private equity, corporate finance 
and refinance, reorganisations and demergers, shareholder 
arrangements and joint ventures, share options, partnerships 
(including corporates), insolvency, agency and distribution, and 
supply and maintenance arrangements. 

TSP Corporate and Commercial lawyers have extensive 
experience of working with parent companies based outside the 
UK – in Canada, the United States and Europe – and as such are 
very often involved in multi-jurisdictional transactions. 
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The Corporate and Commercial team can help with:

• Acquisitions and Disposals – page 9

• Business Start-ups, Structuring and UK Expansion – page 10

• Company Secretarial  - page 11

• Commercial Contracts - page 12

• Financing Arrangements - page 12

• Investments, Joint Ventures and Partnerships - page 13

• Restructuring and Reorganisations - page 14

• Healthcare and Dentistry - page 15

The team provide a flexible and adaptable service helping 
clients complete transactions on the best possible terms, 
without running up unnecessary costs. 

Where expertise is required on other areas of the law we have 
TSP specialists on hand to assist as follows: 

• Commercial Property and Agriculture – page19

• Employment – page 20

• Dispute Resolution – page 20

• Debt Recovery – page 21
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ACQUISITIONS AND 
DISPOSALS
Our expertise ranges from large and complex domestic and 
cross-border transactions, through to smaller private company 
acquisitions and disposals. We are proactive, commercial and 
cost-sensitive in our approach ensuring that we have regular 
dialogue on the issues as they arise and tailor the scope of our 
involvement so that we provide the best possible service to suit 
the ultimate commercial objectives.

We can advise on the deal structure, undertake legal 
due diligence, draft and negotiate all of the acquisition 
documentation and also assist with post-completion integration.
On cross-border matters, we will work closely with other 
lawyers overseas to ensure that full account is taken of legal 
issues from foreign jurisdictions.
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BUSINESS START-UPS, 
STRUCTURING AND UK 
EXPANSION
The team advises on all aspects of the formation and dissolution 
of, and exits from, companies, limited liability partnerships and 
partnership businesses, including the more unusual structure 
of the corporate partnership. We can advise the company/
partnership or the shareholders/partners themselves and work 
closely with their accountants to ensure that tax considerations 
are reflected in the legal and commercial arrangements put in 
place.

If you have a business idea and are thinking of going into 
business, perhaps on your own, or with a close friend or family 
member, then there are important issues to consider.

Whilst the business idea itself is an essential element of 
the success or failure of a business, it is also important for 
the owners of the business to have in place an appropriate 
ownership structure and the right agreements between the 
business owners themselves, and between the business and its 
staff, customers and suppliers. 

Services include:

• Incorporation of companies

• Advising on the various corporate structures available and 
constitution for such companies

• Advising on English company law statutory obligations, 
including directors’ duties

• Reviewing and advising on standard terms of business to 
standardise them for use in the UK
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• Advising on leasing commercial premises

• Advising on the English employment law implications when 
taking on employees

• Putting in place English law compliant website terms and 
policies, including data privacy policies

• Assisting in protection against exploitation of intellectual 
property rights, working closely with our contacts outside 
the firm who specialise in this area

• Working with clients on financing and funding arrangements

The team also advises on establishing subsidiaries, holding 
companies and branches.

COMPANY SECRETARIAL
We provide company secretarial services that are tailored to 
the needs of our clients, whether this be a simple company or 
partnership formation, filing of specific documents and forms 
at Companies House, updating of statutory registers (including 
registers of persons with significant control) or a full secretarial 
and registered office service.

We can work with either physical or computerised records and 
transfer them into electronic format if desired. We also work 
closely and have strong connections with company formation 
and secretarial agents to ensure that our clients are offered a 
cost-efficient service.

We also provide support on corporate transactions, particularly 
company acquisitions, disposals and re-organisations to 
ensure that all event driven documentation and forms are filed 
correctly and promptly.
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COMMERCIAL CONTRACTS
We advise clients on all aspects of the commercial activities of a 
business, from contracts for the provision of goods and services 
and agency and distribution agreements to franchising and 
outsourcing arrangements, whether this be UK or cross border, 
private or public sector based. We ensure that our clients are 
properly advised on regulatory issues that affect their business, 
such as consumer protection, product liability, data protection 
and privacy and competition laws.

FINANCING ARRANGEMENTS
Where a business requires external funding, we can help clients 
put in place appropriate funding structures. Whether it be by 
way of shareholder or director loans, venture capital investment 
or bank finance, we are experienced in putting new funding 
structures in place and working with existing funders to ensure 
that the introduction of new funding works with the existing 
arrangements.

We frequently advise and help our clients negotiate facility 
agreements and associated security arrangements, including 
agreements relating to priority, subordination, subrogation and 
inter-creditor arrangements.

Corporate and Commercial Solicitor Nick Mayles 
has once again been recommended by the Legal 
500 in 2019/20. The Legal 500 said: “Nick Mayles 
is ‘excellent’ and has experience with restructuring 
and reorganisations.”
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INVESTMENTS, JOINT 
VENTURES AND 
PARTNERSHIPS
We have extensive experience in advising businesses and their 
owners on their equity funding requirements. From early-stage 
investments and subsequent fundraisings to management buy-in 
and buy-outs or share or asset disposals we have the expertise 
to guide clients through the issues that arise, always keeping in 
mind the commercial drivers for the transaction.

We also advise businesses on providing a structure for 
collaboration to share resources, risk and ultimately profits. 
Whether this be by way of a partnership, contractual 
cooperation, LLP or a joint venture company structure, on 
either a fixed term or open-ended basis, we provide tailored 
commercial advice to allow clients to structure their joint 
ventures to suit their needs.

In particular we advise on: 

• Formation and dissolutions of and exits from companies and 
partnerships, including corporate partnerships

• Protection of the interests of participants with different 
levels of participation and equity and financial interest

• Protection of any resource and intellectual property 
contributed by participants and developed in the joint 
venture in the future

• Procedures for resolving defaults and disputes
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RESTRUCTURING AND 
REORGANISATIONS
We have substantial expertise in advising clients on a variety of 
restructurings and reorganisations, including:

• Group reorganisations

• Intra-group transfers

• Section 110 demergers

• Schemes of arrangement

• Off-market buy-back of shares

• Capital reduction demergers

We will work closely with a client’s tax advisors to ensure 
that the structure used is the best fit for the client and 
executed seamlessly. We will also draw in support from our 
Commercial Property and Employment teams to ensure that 
the reorganisation completes efficiently, within deadlines and 
without any hidden adverse effects.

In 2018 the Legal 500 highlighted that 
‘healthcare remains a strong focus’ for the 
team. In 2017 they noted that the team is 
particularly experienced in the healthcare 
sector. The lawyers advise on NHS contracts 
as well as pilot schemes, partnership 
arrangements and business disposals. 

Additionally, the ‘thorough, knowledgeable and responsive’ 
Claire Powell also specialises in advising GP practices and 
healthcare franchise work.”
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HEALTHCARE AND 
DENTISTRY
With our specialist knowledge and experience of the legal and 
regulatory framework governing the healthcare sector, we are 
able to offer effective, commercial advice to and solutions for 
GPs, dentists, pharmacists and optometrists whether as sole 
principals, partnerships, federations or corporates. We provide 
tailored advice in relation to, and guide our clients through, the 
following:

• Buying and selling a practice

• Practice mergers

• Transferring or varying NHS contracts

• Liaising with authorities for registration and re-registration

• Incorporations

• Partnership arrangements

• Expense sharing arrangements

• Bank funding and financial agreements

• Associate and employment arrangements and issues

• Property ownership, development and interests

• Dispute resolution

• General contractual matters, including the supply of goods 
and services between public bodies, sub-contracting and 
outsourcing arrangements

“Thompson Smith and Puxon have been great to work with. 
Claire Powell combines excellent technical knowledge with a 
pro-active and commercial approach, ensuring our objectives 
are met in the timescale required. They feel like an extended 
member of our team.” Mark Galloway, Chief Executive GP 
Primary Choice Ltd
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CLACTON ON SEA GOLF 
CLUB: A CASE STUDY
The team advised long standing client 
Clacton-on-Sea Golf Club on the 
implementation of a tax efficient structure 
to take advantage of HMRC tax relief 
available for Community Amateur Sports 
Clubs (or “CASC”). The team advised the Club 
on the creation of a new trading subsidiary, through which 
non-member income would pass, and the terms of a resource 
sharing agreement between the Club and the subsidiary 
under which the Club would share its facilities and resources 
with the subsidiary so that it could perform its non-member 
trading services. They also worked closely with the Club’s 
accountants to ensure that the Club fell within the qualification 
rules for maintaining its CASC status, in particular to ensure 
that the Club’s VAT exemptions and not-for-profit status were 
maintained.

Commenting on the project, Clacton-on-Sea Golf Club’s 
chairman, Bert Foster said “We have worked with Mary Anne 
and the excellent team at TSP for a number of years now and 
are always impressed with their efficiency, attention to detail, 
legal and commercial acumen. Their proactive service is 
always extremely professional and no-nonsense; they take on 
projects with vigour and work hard to bring them to a prompt 
conclusion.”
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TECHNOLOGY 
CROPS 

INTERNATIONAL: 
A CASE STUDY

Based in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, USA, Technology 
Crops International (TCI) was founded in 2004 by current 
President and CEO, Andrew Hebard, and Chief Financial 

Officer, Mike Wainscott. The company has since grown into a 
multinational, global leader in the evaluation, development, 
commercialisation and delivery of plant oils and products from 
high-value speciality crops. Its philosophy is “From Soil to Oil, 
Naturally”, linking plant breeders with industrial oil buyers and 
end users.

Technology Crops Ltd is part of the Technology Crops 
International Group of companies and in March 2014 acquired 
another UK-based company, Premium Crops Ltd. Both TCI 
and Premium Crops Ltd operate in the same niche market 
but without any overlap or conflict in crop offerings; a perfect 
partnership.

The TSP Business Services team has worked with TCI since 
2006, advising on a broad range of transactions including 
acquisitions, finance and property as well as considering and 
advising on commercial contracts and cross-border issues. More 
recently the team acted in connection with the merger with 
Premium Crops, dealing with all aspects including corporate, 
commercial, commercial property and employment issues and 
contracts.
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Andrew Hebard, President 
and CEO of Technology 
Crops International, said 
“We have worked with 
TSP for a long time now 
and have always been 
exceptionally impressed by 
the nature and breadth of 
the work that they are able 
to undertake for us.

TSP is an ideal fit for TCI. In particular, Mary Anne’s 
background and the wide experience of Nick Mayles and other 
members of the TSP team mean that they know how Canada 
and the USA work. They understand the culture, and how we 
like to get things done, and we have never been disappointed”

They understand 
the culture, and 
how we like to get 
things done, and 
we have never been 
disappointed
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COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 
AND AGRICULTURE
The team has extensive technical expertise in the handling of 
commercial and agricultural land and property acquisitions, 
disposals and related development transactions. It delivers a 
full range of property related legal services and high quality 
commercial and innovative advice to its clients including 
property ownership (for dwelling, trading and investment 
purposes), management, development, acquisitions and 
disposals, options, joint ventures and property financing.
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EMPLOYMENT
The Employment Law 
team delivers solutions-
based advice and support 
clients in the day-to-day 
management of their 
people, legal issues and 
risk. The team works 
on a strategic and 
operational level on both 

contentious and non-contentious matters across the private and 
public sectors including contracts of employment, restrictive 
covenants, employment policies and procedures, share option 
schemes, dismissals and redundancy, employment disputes 
(including tribunal representation), settlement agreements, 
business sales and reorganisations. 

Employers of all sizes need to keep on top of the rules and 
regulations affecting staff. We live in uncertain and changing 
times in which the rights of the individual can create high risks 
for an employer.

The TSP Employment team will partner with you and your 
business to help ensure that all aspects of your business 
are operating to the current legal requirements, providing 
practical advice on a wide range of policies and procedures. 
The team provide specialist support with staff and employee 
relations through the TSP Retainer; an agreement, that can 
be terminated at any time, which supports your in-house HR 
function whether it is large or small. By putting the agreement 
in place risks are reduced and problems are less likely to 
escalate into legal issues.
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DISPUTE RESOLUTION
The services of a strong Dispute Resolution team provide a part 
of the broader service our commercial client base requires. 

Acting for either claimants or defendants, the team provides 
alternative dispute resolution (by mediation and negotiation), 
and advises on all types of commercial dispute including breach 
of contract and negligence, insolvency, injunctions, professional 
negligence, commercial landlord and tenant and boundary 
disputes and consumer rights issues. 

DEBT RECOVERY
The timely collection of debts is increasingly important to the 
survival of commercial businesses. Unpaid invoices represent 
a serious threat to cash-flow and profitability. The TSP Debt 
Recovery Service will take away the worry of debt collection for 
you. It will allow you the time to concentrate on your business. 
For undefended claims (where the invoice is not in dispute) 
our fees are fixed, so you will know in advance precisely what 
your costs will be. Unlike many debt collection agencies, we 
do not charge a percentage of the money recovered and we 
will automatically claim contractual or statutory interest and 
compensation where applicable, and add this to the debt you are 
owed. 

The team has an excellent track record of successfully 
recovering debts from individuals and companies in financial 
difficulties and those that simply do not want to pay.
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WHAT THE LEGAL 
500 SAY… 
The Legal 500 (UK 2019/20) has recognised 
and confirmed Thompson Smith and Puxon’s 
on-going commitment to client service and 
effective communication with continued 
recommendations in nine practice areas. We have highlighted 
throughout this guide the feedback given for our Corporate and 
Commercial team. Additionally the firm’s Employment practice 
was, once again, rated in the Top Tier in Essex. The Legal 500 
said the team “Thompson Smith and Puxon has a wide breadth 
of expertise in employment law matters and covers all aspects 
of work including contracts, litigation, severance issues and 
tribunal proceedings. The ‘outstanding’ Richard Porter is 
particularly noted for his prowess on business re-organisations 
and termination of contracts.”

In Commercial Property Stephen Firmin and Kerry Addison are 
“both outstanding” and “skilled in managing complex matters 
related to property disposals and development”. Kerry is 
praised for her technical excellence and hands-on and practical 
approach. Both are Fellows of the Agricultural Law Association 
and also recommended for their agricultural work with one 
testimonial noting that the team “have a great breadth of 
experience across various legal disciplines that are needed to 
support farming families.”

The firm’s Dispute Resolution team, whose focus includes 
“a broad range of civil and commercial disputes”, is led by 
“seasoned litigator” Sharon Auton and contentious probate 
matters are a particularly strong generator of work for the team. 



TSP provides a range of legal services to business 
clients, organisations and individuals. Our skilled and 
experienced teams have specialist legal knowledge 
and expertise across a broad spectrum of the law. 
We continually invest in staff development and new 
technologies, and are responsive and adaptable to client 
needs.

SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS
For private individuals we have a team of specialists to 
guide clients through what in many circumstances can be 
confusing and stressful times

CliniCal negligenCe | Dispute Resolution 
employment | Family anD DivoRCe law | meDiation 
peRsonal injuRy | ResiDential pRopeRty | wills anD estates 

SERVICES FOR BUSINESS
TSP has a highly experienced team of commercial lawyers. 
We advise businesses of all sizes across many sectors, 
regional, national and international. The relationships we 
develop with our business clients ensure a true partnership 
approach exists with a focus on achieving our clients’ end 
objectives.

agRiCultuRe | CommeRCial pRopeRty 
CoRpoRate anD CommeRCial | Dispute Resolution

employment | meDiation

We are committed to providing an excellent level of service 
and adding value to the service which we provide, so if you 
are looking for legal advice for you, your business or your 
family please get in touch with TSP.
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