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Order of Events

All choirs will be singing “Believe” by Lin 
Marsh and a song of their own choice.

A draw will be made on the evening to 
decide the order in which the choirs will 

be singing.

Baynards Primary 
School, Tiptree

Colchester High 
School

Heathlands 
C. of E. Primary 

School 

Dedham C. of E. 
Primary School

St. Mary’s School, 
Lexden

St. Thomas More’s 
Catholic Primary 

School.

Colchester McDonald’s  
Proud to support the local 

community



The Competition’s 
Adjudicators

Wade Ablitt
Wade is an actor and musician who has performed various roles in 
musicals for the last 10 years. He has also written several original 
musicals that have been performed by schools & theatre groups 

across the country. He is currently the Musical Director and Singing 
Tutor of Theatre Arts Academy. Several of his students are currently 

working in the West End or are touring in various shows such as 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Matilda and School of Rock etc. 

Tony Bloom
Tony studied at the Colchester Institute as a part time singing 
student and then took part in a considerable number of annual 

opera productions. He has sung as a bass soloist for several choirs 
in Essex & Suffolk, and has performed in a variety of productions 
including opera, operetta, choral work and Victorian song. He still 

sings in a local choral society.  
 

Ella D’Arcy-Jones
Classically trained as a chorister at St. Peter’s church, Coggeshall 

and is a member of Colchester Operatic Society. Ella has performed 
in many musicals at the Mercury theatre and other venues. 

She is an active member of other local theatre companies. She 
teaches musical theatre weekly to 3 to 7 year old children and has 

choreographed and co-directed performances. Currently at the Sixth 
Form College doing Performance Studies.

 
Monica Thomas

Monica studied singing at the Guildhall School of Music in London 
and in Exeter. A founder member of Duchy Opera in Cornwall she 
has sung the roles of Tatiana in ‘Eugene Onegin’ and Rosalinde in 

‘Die Fledermaus’ among many others. She sang the whole repertoire 
of Gilbert and Sullivan operettas with the Grosvenor Light Opera 

Company in London and other parts of the world.



SOLICITORS fOR 
IndIvIduaLS 
and buSIneSS
tsplegal.com Pleased to 

support The 
Rotary Club Choir 
Competition

Colchester Clacton on Sea
T 01255 221919T 01206 574431

info@tsplegal.com @tsplegal

Good Luck to all 
of those talented 
participants!

Richard Porter
Rotarian and TSP Director

A note from the President, Ray Gamble... 
Rotary in Great Britain & Ireland (RIBI) is an association of over 1,800 clubs 
with more than 50,000 members from all walks of life. We welcome new 
members: female, male, young and old. There are about 1.3 million Rotarians 
across the world. Our motto is SERVICE BEFORE SELF. 

In Colchester there are five clubs within the Borough and we are known as 
the Rotary Club of Colchester Forum and we have over 50 members. We carry out projects to 
raise money mainly for local community projects and some international ones too. We also 
organise social events and have fun!!

My chosen charities this year are AgeUK Colchester, the local branch of the Samaritans, 
and Beacon House, a project for the homeless based on East Hill. We will be holding The Big 
Sleepout next to Castle Park soon. Internationally we respond to human tragedies such as 
earthquakes and we also raise money to support the eradication of polio in the world, and there 
are just a few cases left in three countries now.

Our club is very active in a hands on way supporting local schools with both the Junior Choir 
Competition and Youth Speaks - a public speaking competition held in front of the Mayor in 
the council chamber at the Town Hall. We also assist with mock interviews and career talks for 
older pupils and a lot more.

This is the third year of our Junior Choir Competition and it is lovely to see the children 
becoming involved and enjoying themselves. Those who take part will remember and benefit 
from the experience for the rest of their lives.

Finally, when you see our logo and we are out in the rain or in freezing weather at Colchester 
North Station (I don’t mind if you laugh at me dressed in my Father Christmas outfit so long 
as you part with some money!), or in the entrance hall of a supermarket collecting for a good 
cause, please support us.

Enjoy the singing and have a wonderful evening.   


